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SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES 
USING THE FOREGOING COURSE 



BY GEORGIA L. CHAMBERLIN 



INTRODUCTORY 

It is easy to see in glancing through the titles which represent the material 
for this closing month's study that we are dealing with a long period in which 
many changes came to the Hebrew people. Starting with 538 B.C., our writers 
carry us over approximately two hundred years. Beginning in the most exclusive 
Hebrew spirit, this period brings to view liberalism and conservatism fighting 
for supremacy in state and church, ending in the wonderful but doubtless quite 
unacceptable hint of the world-wide interest of Jehovah not alone in Hebrews, but 
in all peoples which might acknowledge his sovereign power, as illustrated in the 
story of Nineveh and Jonah. 

The general background is throughout the same, a struggling community, 
harassed by outsiders, striving to keep itself aloof, yet dependent for its very 
existence upon the inhabitants of the surrounding country, seeking above all else 
in its noblest moments to be "holy unto Jehovah," yet carrying heavy burdens of 
poverty, danger, and discouragement — a nation looking to Jehovah for help, but 
growing day by day weaker, and alternately crying out first with hope and then 
with despair. 

If the members of your group can see this picture in all its sordid as well as 
its glorious aspects, the background for the work of the prophets of this period 
will be complete. But what about the prophets themselves? Their old foe, 
idolatry, was no more among the Hebrews. Their ancient enemies, Assyria and 
Babylonia, were gone. A way had been found to the favor of Jehovah, in obedi- 
ence to the written law, which gave to every act of fife an ecclesiastical significance, 
and related it to the priests. Centuries were to elapse before the prophetic 
spirit in John the Baptist and Jesus himself should free itself and speak out on 
behalf of a spiritual rather than a ceremonial and formal religion. The struggle 
was on between the ancient God of the Hebrews and the new God, the Creator 
and Ruler of the universe. 

Picture clearly this moral and spiritual condition, as well as the political and 

social problems of the time, if you would help your class to enjoy and appreciate 

these prophets. 

program 1 

1. The statement concerning the times as suggested above [Leader]. 

2. The Jerusalem which the Jews returning from Babylon found. 

3. The new temple and the problem of its building. 

4. A summary of Haggai's message. 

5. The eight visions of Zechariah and their meaning (by eight members of 
of the class; direct discussion impersonating Zechariah). 

Discussion: Were the Jews who came to Jerusalem or the ones who stayed 
behind most to be envied at this time ? 
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PROGRAM II 

i. Ezra's expedition and reform. 

2. The new law book. 

3. Nehemiah as governor and reformer. 

4. The Book of Ruth as a possible literary product of this period, when 
mixed marriages were assailed (a dramatization if desired). 

Discussion: Was Ezra or were the people right in regard to the mixed mar- 
riages ? 

program m 

1. Conditions seventy-five years later [Leader], 

2. The abuses attacked by Malachi. 

3. The warnings and prayers of Joel, and the situation which lay back of his 
message. 

4. A reading by three persons of the story of Jonah, omitting the psalm: 
(1)1:1-16; (2)1:17; (3) chaps. 3-4. 

Discussion: Jonah preached a God who cared for all nations. What did 
Jesus add to this ? 

program rv 

This meeting, being the last of the series, will be varied according to the wishes 
of the group and local conditions. Perhaps one of the following plans may be 
followed: 

1. A series of written answers to the question, "What has this course done for 
me ? " to be handed in, read by the leader, and discussed by members of the group. 

2. A division of the members into small groups, with a prophet assigned to 
each, each group presenting the reason why that prophet was great, and a final 
discussion as to which was greatest of all, and why. 

3. A pageant of the prophets, taking Sargent's frieze as a suggestion, and 
letting each person impersonate a prophet, giving in quotation a typical, brief 
message which is also applicable to our modern life. Such a pageant might easily 
be given in an open service of the Sunday school or at some church function, or 
as a feature of a social occasion. 

4. Time may be given to answering and discussing the questions on the entire 
course, writing out answers if desired. 

5. A discussion of prophets in modern life; what they stand for, and how the 
people regard them. 

At this meeting the members should be reminded of the possibility of securing 
certificates for their work by sending their answered questions to the office of the 
Institute. Duplicate question sheets can be secured the last of June. Certifi- 
cates will be awarded to each individual applying, as fast as the papers are returned. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS 

1. What is the date of the conquest of Babylonia by Cyrus and the relief of 
the Jews in exile ? 

2. What conditions did the Jews returning to Jerusalem find there ? 

3. Tell what you can about the building of the new temple. 

4. What part did the prophets take in it, and who were they ? 
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5. Describe and explain the significance of three of Zechariah's visions. 

6. What part of the Book of Zechariah belongs to this period, and what part 
to a later period ? 

7. Against what evils did Malachi speak? 

8. What is the meaning of the word Malachi ? and what significance has it as 
the title of the book of this name ? 

9. How does the prophecy of Joel illustrate the habit of the prophets in regard 
to making use of current conditions ? 

10. Was this a sincere interpretation of the times, on their part, or an ora- 
torical device ? 

1 1 . What is the spiritual message of the writer of the Book of Jonah ? 

12. How many miracles does this book record ? 

13. Would the story be effective today in preaching against race prejudice? 

14. What need have we of a sermon on this theme today ? 

15. What do you think about ritual as an instrument of worship? Under 
what conditions might it assist or retard sincere worship ? 

16. What have you gained from your study of the prophets ? 

17. Which of them do you think is the most interesting and why ? 

18. Give a paraphrase of any one of the great passages from the prophets 
which you admire most. 

19. What would you consider a definition of a modern prophet ? 

20. Can you point to any such ? If so, who is he ? 

REFERENCE READING 

Two short courses are planned for the next school year. The first of these will 
be a course on the Gospel of John, commencing in September and continuing until 
January. The subject of the second will be announced later. 

General: Henry Preserved Smith, Old Testament History; Kent, The History 
of the Hebrews, The Historical Bible; Ottley, Short History of the Hebrews; 
Wade, Old Testament History; Smith, The Prophet and His Problems; Chamberlin, 
The Hebrew Prophets. 

Special: Cornill, Prophets of Israel, pp. 125-79; Kirkpatrick, The Doctrine 
of the Prophets, chaps, xiv-xvii; Driver, Introduction to the Literature of the Old 
Testament, pp. 230-46; 278-98; 321-25; 343~55; Fowler, History of the Litera- 
ture of Ancient Israel, chaps, xix-xxii; Hastings, Dictionary of the Bible, articles 
on each of the books; Bennett, The Post-Exilic Prophets, Part I, chaps, vi-x; 
Part II, chaps, i-xi; Smith, Book of the Twelve Prophets, chaps, xv-xxx. 



